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Annual Report 


The State Betterment Association was organized 
in March, 1902. The Wake County Association was 
organized five months later, August 8, 1902, during 
the Institute held for the teachers of the county. 
Much has been done during this period, and we have 
been proud of our record; but this year’s report 
marks such a bound into accomplishment that the past 
is obscured in the realization of the reward of this 
year’s labor, and in the vision of what may be done 
by Wake County people for their schools. 

Led by the County Superintendent, and inspired 
by his unflagging interest in the schools and his 
unceasing work for them, the people have made a 
remarkable offering to the schools, to supplement the 
inadequate amount received from general taxation. 
This will be shown in Mr. Judd’s report. 

Of this offering the Betterment Association has 
the honor to report a total of $1,145.86 raised this 
year. 

This is not the entire amount, for much was raised 
in small sums that were thought to be of insufficient 
importance to report; but those smaller sums would 
have greatly increased the total. A number of pic- 
tures are known to have been placed on the walls this 
year, of which no report is made; and much labor 
and many gifts have had no money value placed upon 
them. 
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From Apex was reported $133.50 raised to sup- 
plement teachers’ salaries; but, while giving Apex 
credit for this in considering prizes, we do not in- 
clude it in our sum total, for we think such subserip- 
tions belong strictly to Mr. Judd’s report. | 

Since January, 1907, the people of five districts 
have contributed, in cash and legal notes, $5,400 for 
building. Of this, personal notes for $750 have been 
given by the women of two Betterment Associations, 
and many neighborhood pledges have been secured 
through the influence of women. 

In our total we give, however, only the amount 
actually raised and reported by local Betterment As- 
sociations or by the teachers, all of whom are ex-fficio 
members of the County Betterment Association. 

The Executive. Committee wish to express their 
appreciation of the support and encouragement given 
the Betterment Association by the Board of Educa- 
tion and the County Superintendent, who have spared 
no effort to utilize this volunteer service for the 
schools. During the past two years the cause of 
education has grown so rapidly in popularity, and 
under their efficient administration such unprece- 
dented progress has been made, that we are glad to 
have been associated with them. 

The Board of Education granted the Adonai an 
the annual $100 allowed by special legislation, and 
the Treasurer reports $106.24 on hand. 

Prizes amounting in value to $108 will be dis- 
tributed, the majority of them being generously 
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offered by Messrs. Royal and Borden, Mr. Charles J. 
Parker, Mr. Josephus Daniels, Mr. C. H. Poe, and 
Mrs. E: E. Moffitt. The Association gives a fifty- 
dollar prize to the school making most improvements. 

In September the County Association published 
a little pamphlet containing betterment suggestions, 
and distributed them in the county. Copies may 
now be obtained by any one interested, from Miss 
Daisy Bailey Waitt, Raleigh. 

Circular letters have been sent out, and blanks were 
printed and distributed in the effort to obtain definite 
accounts of work done. Many visits have been made 
to schools in all parts of the county. But a county of 
over 900 square miles that contains only one city and 
eight small towns, presents many difficulties; among 
these is the fact that there are ninety widely scattered 
white schools. 

The Betterment Association and the Woman’s Club 
of Raleigh united in entertaining the teachers of the 
county during the Joint Township Meeting held 
March 21-23. All teachers were entertained except 
those who preferred being with friends. On the 
second evening the teachers were given by these or- 
ganizations a concert and reception, at which refresh- 
ments were served. ‘This was held at the Baptist 
University, a similar evening having been spent at 
Peace Institute the preceding year. 

This report would be incomplete without mention 
of the loyal support given by most of the teachers, 
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both men and women. Their labors cannot be tabu- 
lated for a report, nor their success always be meas- 
ured in figures. Many of our strong teachers have 
made no report this year, but that is no indication 
that they have been idle. The Betterment spirit 
liberated in a community is the desideratum. Then, 
too, we cannot expect to reap in every field every 
year. 

It would be difficult to state the accurate number 
of local Associations in Wake County at present, for 
some that did good work in past years have recently 
been inactive. The Associations organized this year 
have made excellent reports, their value being far 
greater than can be estimated in dollars and cents. 
These were: 


Aprex—wWhite Oak District, No. 1; Mrs. A. C. 
Hughes, Pres.; Mrs. R. 8. Bolling, Sec.; Mr. J. 
Howard Campen and Miss Minnie Franklin, 
teachers. Amounted raised, $205.70. 


Cape Sprrines—St. Mary’s, No. 4; Miss Sarah — 
Stancil, Pres.; Miss Emma Buffaloe, Sec.; Miss 
Sarah Stancil, teacher. Amount raised, $47.28. 

Horry Sprines—Holly Springs, No. 2; Miss Clyde 
Holt, Pres.; Mrs. M. 8S. Gunter, Sec.; Mr. R. A. 
Burt and Miss Clyde Holt, teachers. Amount 
raised, $268.62. 

Rock Sprine—Swift Creek, No. 3; Mrs. Jesse W. 
Penny, Pres.; Mrs. J. W. Garner, Sec.; Miss 
Claire Turner, teacher. Amount raised, $57.00. 
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Wenpetiu—Mark’s Creek, No. 1; Miss Marie Moss, 
Pres.; Miss Jennie Hester, Sec.; Mr. K. H. Mc- 
Intyre, Miss Marie Moss, and Miss Jennie Hester, 
teachers. Amount raised, $182.80. 


The following old Associations also make gratify- 
ing reports: 


Eaeur Rock (organized Dec. 19, 1902)—Mrs. E. T. 
Scarboro, Pres.; Miss Annie Pulley, Sec.; Miss 
Annie Pulley and Miss Hattie May Weathers, 
teachers. Amount raised, $38.20. 


Witzon (organized 1905) — Mrs. J. W. Adcock, 
Pres.; Miss Eva Wilbon, Sec.; Mr. John C. Utley 
and Miss Mamie Burt, teachers. Amount raised, 
$125.85. 


Fuquay (organized 1905)—Mrs. J. K. Sessoms, 
Pres.; Mrs. J. Beale Johnson, Sec.; Mr. A. A. 
Crater and Miss Alice Taylor, teachers. Amount 
raised, $88.70. 


Mrs. Reddish reports that the Reddish School As- 
sociation, organized in February, 1903, will be re- 
vived when a new shool-house is assured. A year 
ago Mrs. Reddish secured $300 in pledges for the 
new house, but there was unavoidable delay; now the 
men have taken hold of the matter, and they have in 
_ hand $400 as a donation toward a $1,500 building. 
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The following is reported from schools where there 
is no local Association, but where much has been 
done: 

Bay Lear—Barton’s Creek District, No. 1; Mr. 
C. E. Edwards and Mr. E. S. Edwards, teachers. 
Amount raised, $11.55. 

Mr. Hermon—Cedar Fork, No. 1; Miss Meader M. 
Rollins and Miss Ida S. Thompson, teachers. 
Amount raised, $20.63. 

Esrennzer—House Creek, No. 4; Miss Metta G. 
Gulley, teacher. Amount raised, $6.73. 

Turner Scuoor—Panther Branch, No. 2; Miss 
Alice Bryan and Miss Jessie H. Turner, teachers. 
Amount raised, $6.25. 

Mr. Mortan—St. Mary’s, No. 5; Mr. Will Francis 


and Miss Ollie Stegall, teachers. Amount raised, 
$14.35. 


Mr. Hopzr—St. Mary’s, No. 6; Miss Stella John- 
son, teacher. Amount raised, $28.00. 


Samarra—St. Matthew’s, No. 3; Mr. D. R. Green, 
teacher. Amount raised, $20.50. 


Durcuman—Swift Creek, No. 1; Miss Ernie 
Booker and Miss Alie Ogburn, teachers. Amount 
raised, $16.00. 

Oax Hir1—Swift Creek, No. 7; Miss Mary Wood- 
ward, teacher. Amount raised, $12.10. 
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From Johnston-Pettigrew Chapter of Daughters of 
Confederacy, 12 pictures, $9.00. 


Raised for libraries (in addition to that included 
above), $120.00. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PRIZES 


The committee appointed by the President of the 
Wake County Woman’s Association for the Better- 
ment of Public School-houses, to award the prizes 
offered the local Associations making the greatest 1m- 
provement in school-house and grounds, beg leave to 
submit the following report: 

The reports sent in are, on the whole, so very 
encouraging and so creditable that the task of making 
a decision has required much time, thought and con- 
sultation. The committee has not laid undue stress 
upon the amount of money raised. It is more im- 
portant to consider how the money has been spent; 
the obstacles overcome in making improvements; the 
degree of success in arousing the community to work 
for its school; the utilization of local opportunities 
for self-help. 

It has seemed wise also to make the county towns 
compete against each other rather than against strictly 
rural schools. . 

With these considerations in mind, the prizes have 
_ been awarded as follows: 

To Holly Springs: Cash from Wake Betterment 
Association, $50.00. 
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To Rock Spring School, Swift Creek Township, 
No. 38: Mr. C. J. Parker’s prize of maps, $12.50, to 
be supplemented by a picture to make the prize equal 
in value to that given Cade Springs School. 

To Cade Springs School, St. Mary’s, No. 4; The 
Royal & Borden chair and desk, $17.50. 

To Eagle Rock School: Mr. Josephus Daniels’ 
year’s subscription to the News and Observer, $6.00. 

To Mt. Moriah Academy: A year’s subscription 
to The North Carolina Booklet, offered by Mrs. E. E. 
Moffitt, $1.00. 

To each of the following schools a year’s subserip- 
tion to the Progressive Farmer, offered by Mr. O. H. 
Poe, subscription price, $1.00. 

Dutchman, Swift Creek, No. 1. 

Oak Hill, Swift Creek, No. 7. 

Mt. Hermon, Cedar Fork, No. 1. 

Samaria, St. Matthew’s, No. 3. 

Ebenezer, House Creek, No. 4. 

Hollands, Panther Branch, No. 1. 

Such excellent work was done at Apex, Wendell 
and Wilbon, that, although these schools were out- 
stripped by Holly Springs, the committee recom- 
mends that extra prizes of framed pictures be given 
each of these schools. | 

Apa V. Womstuz, Chairman 
Daisy Barrey Warrr 


Mrs. E. E. Morrirr 
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AWARDED FIRST PRIZE 


IMPROVEMENTS AT Hoxtiy SPRINGS 


The Betterment Association at Holly Springs was 
organized December 19, 1906, by Mr. Judd, and the 
first act was to pledge $250 toward the new school 
building. Legal notes were given by the women to 
secure their pledge. When it was decided to build a 
$7,172 school-house, instead of one to cost $5,000, 
as was planned at first, the women pledged a second 
$250. 

The school property comprises ten acres, and the 
new building will be a six-room pressed brick struc- 
ture. All the old houses and rubbish have been re- 
_' moved; the old fields, which were covered in broom- 
straw, have been burned off, and the Association has 
four acres under cultivation. The land has been 
thoroughly broken and planted in cotton, the work, 
seed, and fertilizer being donated. The Caraleigh 
Phosphate Works, through Mr. Chamberlain, gave a 
ton of fertilizer, worth about $30. Valuable advice 
has been received from Prof. M. C. Connor and Dr. 
F. L. Stevens, of the A. & M, College. The men of 
Holly Springs plowed and prepared the ground for 
planting. The cotton is up and looks fine. It was 
raked and afterwards chopped by twenty ladies, to 
whom chopping cotton was a new occupation; but 
they enjoyed the unusual exercise, and felt proud of 


Page Twelve] [Wake County Branch 


the money saved for the Betterment fund. They 
wish as large a profit as possible from the cotton crop. 

The Association requested the Town Commission- 
ers to lay off and open a street leading to the school 
site, and they will consult a landscape gardener about 
grading grounds, laying off walks, and planting trees, 
shrubs and flowers. Plans are being considered for 
beautiful grounds. 

The Durham and Southern Railway gave, upon 
the request of the President of the Association, $50 
toward the new building. Other subscriptions were 
given, in smaller amounts, making the total amount 
raised by such contributions, $173.00. 

The boys became interested and wished to help 
with the work. They formed a Minstrel Club, gave 
a play, and handed over $18.05 to the Betterment 
Association. 

The children have given much valuable assistance, 
and have shown much enthusiasm. Roy Carter, aged 
nine years, the first little boy to join the Association, 
caught and sold a rabbit to get money for his dues. 
He made his money for the birthday ‘party in the 
same way. When he heard that several were going 
over to plow in the cotton field and get it ready for 
planting, he quietly borrowed a mule and went to 
help. 

Other money-making plans are on foot that will 
serve the double purpose of uniting the neighborhood 
and yielding revenue. 
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A supplementary library toy the school was ob- 
tained this year. 

This Association decided to present a petition to 
the County Board of Education, asking that one of 
the County High Schools be located in Holly Springs. 
The ladies spent many days in securing signatures to 
this petition from the men of Holly Springs and of 
the school district outside of the village. The peti- 
tion, in addition to asking for the High School, in- 
cluded a request for a local tax election. A few in 
the district refused to sign the petition, because they 
were opposed to a local tax; but on the whole, the 
ladies met with much success. Then for days, they 
travelled many miles, in all directions—two in a 
buggy—hoping to strengthen the petition by having 
the signatures of influential men of adjoining dis- 
tricts. These men not only signed, but gave much 
encouragement. 

In 1906, a local tax election held in this district 
failed by a large majority. A year later, May 7, 
1907, a local tax was voted cheerfully, only eighteen 
votes being cast against it. 

The principal of the school, Mr. R. A. Burt, is an 
active member of the Association, and has given much 
valuable counsel and assistance. 

Miss Clyde Holt is president of this Association, . 
and to her is due much of the credit for the work at 
Holly Springs. Miss Holt is bright, attractive, and 
well-educated, with marked personality. She had 
never intended to teach; but there being need for 
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another teacher in the school last fall, the principal, 
with rare judgment, impressed Miss Holt into ser- 
vice. At first she refused a salary, gladly giving the 
school a few hours daily. Later in the year, she was 
persuaded to accept a regular position. 

If success is an indication of having been called to 
a work, Miss Holt has found her work; and in finding 
her work, she has found herself, developing rapidly 
into the citizen woman. 

A mighty work would be accomplished in Wake 
County, if all the women should become as thoroughly 
identified with school interests as they have become at 
Holly Springs. 


AWARDED ONE OF SECOND PRIZES 


Report oF ScHoot District No. 3, Swirr Creex 
TownsHIp, For 1906-07 


Until January, 1907, when our Betterment Asso- 
ciation undertook the work of improving our school 
building and grounds, no improvement whatever had 
been made in either, although the house was built in 
1904, and two terms prior to that of 1906-07 had 
been taught in it. 

The interior was totally devoid of decoration or 
conveniences, excepting a Wake County map, two 
brooms, and two buckets. There was not a sufficient 
number of desks to accommodate the pupils, and not 
even a teacher’s chair. 


a 
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The house had been painted, interior and exterior, 
in the summer of 1906, but there were no window 
blinds, and one door lock was broken. 

Tt is impossible to give an adequate description of 
the grounds at this time. Picture a house built in a 
partially cleared forest, stumps in evidence on every 
side, the ground in front washed into a “gully” 
almost; no flowers, no shrubs, not even the redeeming 
quality of cleanliness, for the grounds were extremely 
untidy; and you have some idea of the condition of 
our school at the beginning of the term, November 2, 
1906. The small rubbish left by the carpenters, and 
the fine straw raked aside to lay the foundation had 
never been removed from the grounds. 

As a result of the work of the Association, by 
means of entertainments, free contributions, etc., we 
have realized $57.00. 

With a portion of this we have purchased a $9.50 
unabridged dictionary, and a $5.00 stand, fifty or 
more Perry pictures, and shades for eight windows. 
We have had our windows arranged to admit of ven- 
tilation, paying the entire cost of material and labor. 
The windows, eight, have been washed, and the floors: 
scoured. The children of the school have solicited 
our required $10.00 for our $30.00 library, with the 
exception of $2.00 raised last year. 

We have now fifty-six unframed pictures, Bites 
framed portraits of Longfellow, Washington, and 
R. E. Lee, a teacher’s desk and chair, a globe, eight 
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new pupils’ desks, a $30.00 library and case, ea 
soap, wood boxes, ete. 

Quite a number of trees have been removed, a play- 
ground laid off, flowers, shrubs, ete., planted. 

One large circular bed in front of the school con- 
tains several varieties of early spring flowers, includ- 
ing sweet violets, jonquils, buttercups, lilies, ete. 
Roses, chrysanthemums, oak geraniums, etc., are 
some of the flowers planted at either side of grounds. 
More than a hundred stumps have been removed by 
the pupils. They gave up the pleasure of ball and 
other sports, and, with few exceptions, bravely and 
cheerfully went to work to improve their school 
grounds—weeks passing with no sports for the larger 
boys save the “fun” (?) of rolling logs of the large 
pines that had been cut down, piling and removing 
brush, cutting up stumps and roots. 

Some of the patrons have “‘broken up” the grounds, 
and since then the boys and girls have been busy 
raking, sweeping, and picking up roots—roots, roots, 
roots. 

No attempt has been made to sow grass, as we are 
told lawn grass would not thrive in that soil. 

We have changed the course of the road, which ran 
by the rear end of the house, to the front. 

There are yet a small number of stumps in the rear 
of the grounds, that, owing to the larger boys’ stop- 
ping to work, and our inability to secure hired ser- 
vices, have been left. We have funds for that pur- 
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pose, however, and hope to have them removed at an 
early date. 
The blinds have been painted and hung by the 
county. 
We have applied for a supplementary library, and 
have funds to partially pay for some out-buildings. 
The active members of our Association number 
nine, exclusive of pupils. 
Mrs. J. W. Penny, President 
Mrs. F. J. Jonzs, Vice-President 
Mrs. J. W. Garner, Secretary 
Miss Cuairz Turner, Teacher 


AWARDED ONE OF SECOND PRIZES 


Report oF Capr Sprines, District No. 4, St. 
Mary’s TowNsHIP 


On the 12th of November, 1906, I took gat of 
the school at Cade Springs. 

The house is furnished with the old-time desks, 
such as always turn backward when vacated. The 
window panes are half out, the window sashes having 
so much room to knock to and fro that none can be 
kept in. I had the misfortune to fall through the floor 
a few days after beginning work. But the patrons still 
looked up to Cade Springs, considering the house and 
furnishings “good enough” for a crowd of children 
to destroy. Everything about the place bespeaks age 
and long use. 
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In February, 1907, we decided to close our school 
with an entertainment and make an effort to raise 
money for some new desks. It was the children’s 
first effort at public speaking, and many soon became 
discouraged and gave up. Some of the parents 
thought it wrong to charge them admission to hear 
their own children, and every day new discourage- 
ments confronted the teacher. 

Some objected to their children’s taking any part 
whatever in the entertainment, because we said we 
should charge 25 cents admission. 

There were, however, a faithful few who went for- 
ward, and each day I tried to impress upon them the 
importance of keeping pace with the educational 
movement of the day. 

We have Sunday school at our school-house every 
Sunday afternoon and the superintendent became in- 
terested in the effort’to procure new desks, as the old 
ones so very poorly accommodated the people who 
came. The attendance became so great we didn’t 
have room to comfortably accommodate the folks if 
we had the desks, so he suggested an additional room 
to our old building. In this he found hearty co- 
operation in teacher and pupils, both of the day school 
and Sunday school, both being, with very few excep- 
tions, the same. We began advocating a new room, 
each of us, seven days in every week. Soon the neigh- 
borhood generally were commenting on it; and it kept 
spreading until two or three weeks before school 
closed the parents and children all seemed suddenly 
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to wake up, and every day messages came from 
the homes offering assistance if in any way the pa- 
rents might be able to help. With very few excep- 
tions, I believe, we had from then the most hearty 
approval of patrons. 

Mr. Judd kindly came down with plans for a new 
building which he presented to them at the closing 
exercises, and, although his plan was much costlier, 
all were pleased and the motto became “‘a new house.”’ 

Our school closed with an entertainment May 4th, 
and $22.12 was raised for new desks. 

On the 8th of May the women met and organized 
a Woman’s Betterment Association, and said, ‘‘Men, 
give us a house; we'll do the rest.” 

On the 18th of May the Association gave a box 
party, but weather was inclement and not many out. 
However, $7.88 was raised above expenses, which was 
added to our fund for the Betterment of Cade Springs 
School-house and grounds, making a total of $30.00 
that we have from the two entertainments. 

We have now eighteen active members, and have 
raised $3.75 for admission fees. An ice-cream supper 
cleared $13.53, giving us a total of $47.28 on hand. 
The patrons have pledged $750.00 and the county 
will give $750.00 for the new building. 

Miss Saran Stanoin, Teacher and Pres. 
Miss Atice Bryan, Vice-President 
Miss Geneva Burrator, Secretary 

Mrs. W. A. Hocutt, Treasurer 


Page Twenty] [Wake County Branch 


SOME IMPROVEMENTS GIVEN BRIEFLY 


WENDELL SCHOOL 


Amount raised, $182.80. Means: Prize party, box 
party, contributions from teachers and pupils, in- 
cluding $10 for labor given, estimated far below 
minimum price. Yard cleaned, windows washed, 
flower garden plowed and laid off. Bought eight 
framed pictures, fifteen unframed pictures, window 
shades, dirt boxes under stoves replaced with zinc, 
hat and cloak racks, chandelier, two lamps, two rugs, 
etc. | 

To Miss Moss, president of the Association, and to 
Mr. McIntyre, principal of the school, is due much 
credit for hearty interest and much work. 


Eaaur Rocx Scuoor 


Amount raised, $38.20. Means: Two box parties, 
play, contributions. Bought shades for 14 windows, 
chair for teacher, two framed pictures, two hanging 
lamps, curtain for stage. Cleared away undergrowth 
around the building and plowed the land. Rearrang- 
ed grounds by transplanting trees and laying off cir- 
cular walks. Planted about 25 flower plants, four 
trees, and a scuppernong vine. Washed sixteen win- 
dows. 
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Witson ScHoon 


Amount raised locally, $125.85. Means: Enter- 
tainments, contributions. Paid $117.60 on piano, 
$7.50 for three lamps, 75 cents for picture frame. 
Planted a few shrubs. Work on yard delayed until 
landscape gardener’s advice can be secured. 


Fueuay Springs ScHoorn 


At Fuquay, $88.70 was made by entertainments 
for Betterment. The people show continued activity. 
This year they added a $300 room to the building, 
and $150 was raised by subscription to supplement 
teachers’ salaries. A rural library was obtained and 
combined with the village brary. Mrs. J. K. Ses- 
soms is president of the Association. Miss Harriet 
Wilkie is librarian. 


Aprx ScHooL 


Amount raised, $205.70; $250.00 was pledged by 
the women of the Betterment Association for the new 
$7,000 building. Grounds cleared off; library estab- 
lished, and bought many framed pictures, large 
U. S. flag and flag rope; supplemented teachers’ sal- 
aries. Local tax election on May 28th was carried 
almost unanimously. 
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Mr. Hermon ScHoor 


Amount raised, $20.63. Means: Entertainments, 
contributions. 

Delay in getting into new building checked efforts, 
for it was considered unwise to expend energy upon 
a building they expected to abandon February 1st. 

Library established. Done without expenditure. 
Built steps to each of two doors, covered two open 
wells that were dangerous, removed wood-pile and 
much rubbish, cleared the grove, repaired desks, locks, 
etc., put in two window panes, washed twelve win- 
dows, put up three unframed pictures. 


Mr. Mortan Acapemy, St. Mary’s, No. 5 


Amount raised, $14.35. Means: Pupils and 
teacher raised money. They have bought library 
books, papers and magazines, four unframed pictures, 
two framed pictures, and flags for decorating. 

Other papers and magazines were given to the 
school. ? 

Durcuman ScHoon 


Amount raised, $16.80. Means: Entertainment, 
contributions. Library established, bought six fram- 
ed pictures, put in two window-panes, bought two 
buckets. 
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Oax Hitt ScHoon 


Amount raised, $12.10. Means: Box party. Sev- 
eral stumps and much rubbish removed from grounds. 
Bought two framed pictures; balance on hand to be 
expended before school opens in fall for shades, ete. 


EBENEZER SCHOOL 


Amount raised, $6.73. Means: Two box parties; 
contributions. Bought six window shades and twenty- 
elght unframed pictures. 

They are trying to raise money to remodel the 
school-house, and also to obtain a library. 
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REPORT OF BETTERMENT WORK AT 
FUQUAY SPRINGS 


Sxsston 1905-1906 


In 1906, the First Prize (Fifty Dollars) was won 
by the school at Fuquay Springs. The Second Prizes 
(copies of Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary) were 
presented to the Wilbon School and to the Turner 
School, Panther Branch, No. 2. 

The people of Fuquay used this prize toward pay- 
ing for a $300 room added to their building. 


Three years ago the children of Fuquay who sought 
“schooling”? walked a mile, crossing a railroad and a 
bottom, and reached a dilapidated frame building, 
20x40 feet. Fortunately this “barn” was burned. 
Then the parents in Fuquay waked up to the fact 
that something must be done. They pondered and 
planned. A new building must come. Mr. Robert 
Ragsdale carried a note-book in his pocket; whenever 
and wherever he met a fellow-Fuquayite, out came 
the note-book, and down went a subscription for a 
new house. Nobody refused; the people were deter- 
mined to do well by their children. Mr. Ben Fuquay, 
who has a large family, gave two acres; Mr. Walter 
Jackson gave part of another acre, the rest of which 
was acquired by purchase. And so, to quote from 
the school committee’s report, “on June 15th the title 
was clear to three acres of land, which is worth at 
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least four hundred dollars, if we calculate from land 
nearby on the same street and value at two-thirds of 
what the other brought. Consulting Ford Bros. and 
others, we found that it would cost $1,550.00 to 
build such a house as we had planned by contract. 
But Mr. A. G. Blanchard, learning that we could not 
build at the price offered, and being anxious for the 
school, agreed to complete, except partitions, ceiling, 
and plastering, for eight hundred dollars, the house 
being 26x40, with annex 24x24 with two closets 
and verandas. By securing special prices from Dr. 
J. A. Sexton on lumber, we got the house ceiled, par- 
titioned and plastered for $125.50, leaving an ex- 
penditure of not more than $125.00 necessary to 
complete and paint the house, thereby saving $500.00 
from contract prices.” 

To continue, in the words of Mrs. T. B. Renolds, 
first president of the Fuquay Betterment Associa- 
tion: 

When it was announced that the new school build- 
ing was completed and ready for the finishing 
touches, our Association, armed with brooms, brushes, 
hammers, hoes, buckets, towels, soap, and witch-hazel, 
marched over and took formal possession. We 
found the doors barricaded with the carpenters’ 
trimmings, and the plasterers’ scrapings to that extent 
that our whole force had to storm them in a body to 
get in. When we got in, we found piles and piles of 
shavings, mortar, plaster, bricks, and everything just 
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literally heaped all over the floors. But our first 
assault had been so successful that it gave us courage 
to attempt greater things. 

We viewed the situation from all sides. The 
president looked at the sisters, and the sisters looked 
at the president. As we were regularly organized, 
motions were in order, so Sister Ragsdale moved that © 
something be done. This was seconded, and the 
president announced that Sister Ragsdale’s motion 
had passed, and was then a resolution, and appointed 
Sister Ballentine and the other members present to 
proceed to put Sister Ragsdale’s resolution into opera- 
tion. This was done, and in a few hours, this great 
pile of trash had been removed to the school-house 
back-yard, the floors neatly swept and ready for 
scrubbing. The sisters were all enthusiastic when 
they began the work, and as this was the first society 
of women ever organized in this place, we all felt that 
glow of importance that fills a woman’s mind when 
she feels independent. Our husbands were not there. 
If they had been, they would have seen something of 
that proud bearing that comes of being independent. 
Well, when this great trash pile had been removed, 
and the scrubbing was about to begin, there was 
visibly some lowering of that lofty air that had been 
so apparent at first. Several speeches were made by 
the president and other sisters, and a great deal of 
coaxing, and some little praise was used to induce the 
sisters to continue the good work. A few hours more 
completed the scrubbing of the floors, washing the 
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windows, cleaning the woodwork and putting into 
place the few benches that had been secured. The 
witch-hazel was then passed around, and then we sat 
down and indulged in affectionate praise of what we 
had done. An occasional husband dropped in about 
this time, and though pleased with the neat appear- 
ance of things, you could see that some of them were 
“kinder nervous.” Well, they no doubt had a pre- 
monition of something, and well they might, for the 
Betterment Association was an institution and a suc- 
cess, and we had shown a little something of what 
women would do if they could, and they had deter- 
mined this day that they would. 

After much effusiveness, the Association adjourned 
to meet again. The next work undertaken by us was 
the painting of the floors. This we did ourselves, 
having raised sufficient means to buy paint, oils, ete. 
The grounds were improved by the school’ boys, 
stumps taken up, and very pretty walks laid off, with 
trees planted on the walks and borders. We had a 
series of entertainments, oyster suppers, contest par- 
ties, etc., from which we realized sufficient funds to 
buy a bell for the belfry, three swinging lamps, water 
buckets, dippers, and to store wood for the winter. In 
addition to these articles of necessity, we secured a 
good many pictures, which we had framed and hung 
on the walls, maps and pretty calenders also, which 
added very much to the inside appearance of the 
school-room. We secured by contributions and gifts 
250 volumes for the library, and we have $10.00 de- 
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posited with the County Treasurer that will be sup- 
plemented by $20.00 from the County and State 
fund, making $30.00. 

We also have $20.00 in the bank for the lbrary, 
and as soon as we receive the $50.00 prize from the 
Betterment Association, we propose to paint the 
school-house, inside and outside, and will hang the 
pictures higher, as an inspiration for the boys to rise 
higher and higher in their classes. 

Mrs. T. B. Rewaxps. 

Fuquay Springs, N. C., June 11, 1906. 


According to the report of the school committee, 
the sum raised for the school “by gifts of land and 
money and by entertainments, two of which cleared 
about $40.00, and by work taken part in by a ma- 
jority of the residents of Fuquay Springs,” amounted 
to $1,207.10. 

This sum of money is very creditable, yet it does 
not tell the whole story. The best thing about the 
building of this new school-house is the fact that the 
whole community was interested and made sacrifices 
for it, and now they are eager to advance further. 
A most indefatigable, but modest worker told a mem- 
ber of the prize committee that the contractor, Mr. 
Blanchard, who undertook the work at such a low 
estimate that he could have made nothing out of it, 
remarked, after attending the first closing exercises 
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in the new building, that, so far from regetting any- 
thing he had done, he wished he had paid for the 
whole building. 

It should be known that the president M, the 
Association is an invalid the greater part of the 
time; but ill-health does not dampen her enthusiasm. 
Mrs. Renalds, in her report, speaks of ‘‘pictures 
which we had framed.” She does not mention the 
fact that since she was unable to sit up, she sent 
word to the ladies of the Association, asking them to 
come to her. The response to the invitation resulted 
in a porch party, the president on her couch, the 
other members busily making with their own hands 
frames of moulding, and staining them themselves. 

The work for the library has kept pace with other 
improvements, and some day—not very far distant— 
there will be a neat little library building at Fuquay 
Springs. 
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